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SUBJECT: ENDORSEMENT OF M'BOW FOR UNESCO DIRECTOR 
GENERAL 

REF: STATE 081953 

1. PERMREP MET WITH MAHEU AFTERNOON APRIL 22 AND 
INFORMED HIM OF U.S. DECISION ENDORSE M’BOW. MAHEU 
SEEMED RESIGNED TO BEING REPLACED BY M’BOW AND WAS 
MOST PLEASANT AND AGREEABLE IN CONVERSATION. HE 
EXPRESSED NO BITTERNESS TOWARD U.S. AND STATED HE 
APPRECIATED OUR CALL PRIOR TO MAKING PUBLIC ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. MAHEU REFERRED TO HIS CONVERSATION WITH 
AMB SCALI IN NEW YORK AND INDICATED HE APPRECIATED 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH AMB SCALI. MAHEU SAID 
HE HAD TAKEN THE OCCASION TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS ON 
THE FUTURE OF THE UN SYSTEM. PARTICULARLY RELATIONS 
WITH THIRD WORLD. MAHEU DECRIED THE FORMATION OF 
BLOCS AND REPEATED HIS OFTEN EXPRESSED OPINION THAT 
KEY POSITIONS SHOULD BE FILLED ON THE BASIS OF 
INDIVIDUAL COMPETENCE RATHER THAN REPRESENTATION OF 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 09799 231115Z 

A REGIONAL BLOC. PERMREP INDICATED APPROPRIATE 
APPRECIATION FOR THE LONG YEARS OF SERVICE MAHEU 
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HAS GIVEN UNESCO AND EXPRESSED STRONG DESIRE FOR 
CONTINUED COOPERATION. 

COMMENT: MAHEU SEEMS TO BE THINKING MORE OF HIS 
NEXT POSITION THAN OF ATTEMPTING TO HANG ON AT 
UNESCO. 

IRWIN 
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